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STAN LEE’S SOAPBOX 


Hi, Heroes! Its homage time! That's 
right, it's time for us to pay tribute to as 
great a bunch of people as you'll find any- 
where — and this is one of the rare 
occasions when I'm not referring to our 
own Bullpen geniuses! 

This Soapbox Salutation is in honor of 
the burgeoning ranks of enthusiastic pur- 
veyors of one of the world’s most popular 
forms of entertainment; in other words, 
let's hear it for all the wonderful comic 
book store owners and managers wherever 
they may be! 

Some of our younger readers may not 
reatize it, but there was once a time when 
there were no comic book stores! The only 
places to buy comics were the usual spots 


ARCH comes in like a griffin and 

goes out like a phoenix — at least 

that's the way it works in the 
Marvel Universes. Lately there have been 
sO many Comings and goings here at 
Mighty Marvel, it's beginning to feel like 
graduation day for Menudo. 

We'll do our part to fill you in on all the 
big changes. What you do with this infor- 
mation once it's presented to you, we'll 
leave to your own discretion. 

It all started with Jim Galton, who is 
much like the month of March, in that he 
usually comes in like a hawk, and goes out 
like a dove. Jim was Marvel's President 
and Chief Executive Officer, but he was 
recently promoted to the position of Chair- 
man of the whole Marvel Entertainment 
Group, Inc. Taking over Jim's previous 
position as P/CEO is Terry Stewart, who 
is known to come in like a charging bull 
elephant, and go out like a sea otter. 

Meanwhile, over in Editorial, there have 
been shake-ups a ‘plenty. Jim Salicrup, 
who has been known to come in like a 
wildebeest and go out like a three-toed 
sloth, will no longer be the master of 
Spider-Man's fate. After guiding all the 
Spider-Man titles to new and greater 
heights for the past few years, Jim has 
been promoted to the newly-spawned title 
of Special Projects Editor. 

But dont worry — Bob Budiansky, 
who comes in like an aardvark and goes 
out like a platypus, will still be Marvel's 
Editor in Charge of Special Projects. Bob 
is also busy writing his new SLEEP- 
WALKER series, so you'll be seeing 
plenty of his work in the near future. Mar- 
vel has so many special projects these 
days, it takes at least two editors to handle 
them all. Of course, we like to think ai/ our 
projects are special! 

Jim will still be keeping three of his old 
titles — MARVEL AGE, TOXIC AVENGER, 
and the ultra-reprintable new SPIDER- 
MAN book. But the lion's share of the 
Spider-Man books will be passed over to 
Danny Fingeroth, who on at least one 
occasion has come in like a llama and 
gone out iike an orangutan. But what wil! 


where magazines are sold; supermarkets, 
newsstands and the rapidly disappearing 
mom-and-pop “candy stores” that used to 
grace almost every street corner of our 
cities. 

Sure, you could buy comics there—but 
that's all you could do! There was no one 
to discuss them with, no one to trade them 
with, no one to save special copies for you 
or to give you tips about issues.you might 
otherwise have missed. Everything was 
totally impersonal; you walked up to the 
magazine rack, hoped to find an issue you 
wanted, bought it and left. 

But how things have changed! Now, 
virtually every city with more than two and 
a half residents has at least one comic 
book store where you're able to find all the 
latest issues of your favorite mags as weil 


, happen to Danny's old books, you may 


ask? 

Well, he'll be keeping some but others 
will be given to other editors. Some of 
them may end up going to our newest 
managing editor, Renée Witterstaetter, 
who generally comes in like a palomino 
pony and goes out like a swan. Renée will 
continue to edit WHAT THE — ?!, will inherit 
SHE-HULK, and will be handling a few 
other titles to be announced. Taking 
Renée's piace as Craig Anderson's as- 
sistant is John Lewandowski, formerly 
Warehouse Manager in our reproduction 
department. You didn’t hear it from us, but 
John has been known on occasion to 
come in like a polar bear and go out like a 
titmouse. 

In the midst of all this hoopla, we bid a 
fond farewell to Bobbie Chase's assistant 
editor, Gary Barnum, who had come ina 
year ago like a poodle, and went out like a 
porcupine. Gary has returned to the 
wanmer and, as some may say mellower, 
climes of sunny California. Just re- 
member, Gary, that California may have 
surfing and great weather and more 
blondes, but New York has a higher per- 
centage of hand-gun murders! 

Replacing Gary is Chris Cooper, who, 
and this is strictly on the QT, one time 
came in like a horned toad, and went out 
like a wombat. Taking over Chris's previ- 
ous job as Rob Tokar's assistant (and sub- 
missions editor) is Sarra Mossoff, who 
comes in like a mink, and goes out like an 
iguana. 

Stepping into Sarra's shoes as Editorial 
Assistant is former intern Mark Powers, 
who is doing an admirable job, consider- 
ing the difference in foot-size between 
Mark and the rather dainty Sarra. Now, 
this is second-hand, so don't quote us on 
this, but Mark generally comes in like a 
magpie and goes out like a guppie. 

Its apparently a good time to be a 
female editor at Marvel, as Marie Javins 
has been promoted from Marcus 
McLaurin's assistant to full Epic Editor. 
Marie is perhaps best known for her ability 
to come in like a zebra and go out like a 


as catch up on the back numbers you've 
missed. Its a place where you can meet 
with other enthusiastic comic book fans 
and shmooze to your heart's content. in 
short, its a welcome oasis of color and 
excitement in life's desert ofthe mundane! 

So here's to all those who bring us those 
cultural comic book havens of happiness 
we have grown to know and love! Mighty 
Marvel doth doff its hat to thee; ye are 
Officially No-Prized, one and ali, in 
perpetuity! 

Excelsior! 


small marsupial mammal, such as an 
opossum. Marcus will be keeping 
HELLRAISER, NIGHTBREED, the up- 
coming HELLRAISER/NIGHTBREED 
crossover, JIHAD, and ALIEN LEGION, 
while Marie inherits AKIRA, GROO, and 
others. Sitting in Marie's old chair is Tom 
Daning, who in a recent survey was voted 
“Guy Who Did the Least Number of Embar- 
fassing Things in the Past Year.” Tom's 
oddest habit is his ability to come in like an 
ostrich and -go out like a hump-backed 
whale. 

Occupying Tom's old desk, if “desk” it 
can be called, is newcomer Mike Lackey, 
the latest assistant editor on MARVEL 
AGE. Little is know about Mike, save that 
he has expressed a strong desire to some- 
day come in like a woodchuck and go out 
like a yak. 

Finally, let's all give a hearty “Thanks a 
lot, pai!” to Dan Siott, who ably filled in as 
Ralph Macchio's assistant while Michael 
Heisler took three months off to collect his 
thoughts. Having completed his collec- 
tion, Mike is now back where he belongs. 
under Raiph’s watchful eye. Mike had ini- 
tially come in like a prehistoric wooly mam- 
moth, left rather abruptly like a koala bear. 
and returned just in the nick of time, like a 
penguin. 

We can't say exactly what creatures 
Dan came and wentas, since his time with 
us was so short. But the winds whisper 
tales of aman who enters like a hedgehog 
and departs like a gibbon. Could Dan, in 
fact, be this man? Only time will tell. 


The convention season always comes 
upon us like a horde of locusts, and goes 
out like a gaggle of geese. And what better 
way to kick. it off than with the wonderful 
Wonder-Con? The Wonder-Con will be 
held Friday, April 26 through Sunday, April 
28 at the Oakland Convention Center in 
Oakland, CA, For info, call (415) 352-5841. 
Confirmed Marvelistic quests include Tom 
DeFalco, Mark Gruenwald, Chris Ciare- 
mont, Rob Liefeld, Jim Lee, Ron Lim, 
and hordes of others yet to be confirmed, 
So plan to attend, friend! 


I KNEW IT I KNEW _IT I KWEWM ST YOU COULON’T BE 


TRUSTED LOUSY STINKIN’ ABFOUT7TCR 
FORA CHANCE TO STAB US INNA BACK 


FY NOU / 


INHIBITEP YOUR 
ACCESS TO YOUR 
POWERS. 


YOU PON’T | 
BEHAVE... 


weed SHALL 
DO THE 
SAME TO YOUR 
MOLT. 
atin Gk 


47 JUST WAITING } 


ENOUGH 

OF THIS} 

FOOLISH- 
NESS. 


BE ABOUT OUR 
BUSINESS. 


met 


PING WOLVERINE £1 


IS THIS WISE, PRIMEZ . THE CH RPRES RESOURCES ARE LIMITEP. VCO 
CAN UNDERSTANDS, BUT 


V our MORE 
PRESSING CON- 


CERN, HOW- 
EVER |S 
LILANPRA. 


V._YET SHE 


WE NEEP  V. 
IS LOST 


HER AS 
SHE |S... 


WHY JUBILEE 2 


THROUGH 
KAVIER, WE 


TO PRESERVE 
THAT STRUCTURE, 
CHARLES XAVIER 

MUST LIVE AGAIN. 


-- THAT'S PSYLOCKE , AN’ 
2 THE IMPERIAL GUARD MIND- 
THE --SOME ‘ WITCH ORAICLE, AN’ SOME 
TO THAT CHAMBER- KING?’A WART- 7 ROUND-EYED BLONDIE I 
FACED, SHAPE- : DON'T KNOW, AN’ DOWN 
CHANGING, : \. FRONT AN’ CENTER-- 
VDISGUSTOGILA =< 
MONSTER / 


_| & --ANOTHEF 


big ~ PROFESSOR 
* 


END, LAIN-- 
PSYLOCKE... 


y 
a -, 


XAVIER LES 


ame Ee 
& : ; Ay 


OBOY OBOY 
LGOT SUCHA 
SAC FEELING 


THERE |S 


CONSIDERABLE |<i5 
RISK, PRIME. 


OUR ORIGINAL 
XAVIER--WHILE 
NOT SO POWERFUL WILL BE 
AS YOU--WAS GENET- CONSIVERABLY 
ICALLY KEYED To BE MORE DIFFICULT. 
SIMPATICO WITH AN? PAINFUL. 
THE TEMPLATE. 


OF WHAT 
VALUE ARE WE TO 
HOST ANY CAUSE, 
PSYLOCKE , \F WE 
CANNOT STANP OUR- 
SELVES ALITTLE 
THE PRIZE 
IS WORTH 
THE DANGER. 
YOU HAVE 
HEARV MY 
COMMANP. 


WE MUST PAUSE, ' 

PRIME ,TO ALLOW THE 

TEMPLATE TIME TO 
RECOVER... 


BUT AS I ,-- SWORN 
AM PRRSMME be ie 7 


...SO . AND ey 
SHALL ULTIMATELY 
I EN- PREVAILS 


SO SHE WILL ACCEPT ONLY 
ME_AS HER CONSORT, WITHOUT 
QUESTION AND DESPITE ANY 

EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY-- 
EVEN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
TRLIE XAVIER. 


IN THE MEAN- 
TIME. PROCESS 
THE OTHERS. 


IMPRINT 
LILANPRA 
WITH ay 
PATTERN. 


ONE 
ADPITONAL 
ELEMENT, 
PSYLOCKE. 


WOLVIE, 
HE MEANS LS. 


SUGGESTIONS, } 3 
GIRL. 


‘CAUSE 
RIGHT NOW, 
=I GOT 
NONE. 


THESE FIENDS 
MAY HOL? 

CHARLES XAVIER 

PRISONER... 
CO 


VO NOT oY 
DESPAIR, 
WOLVERINE. Pj 
<> a ey, 
p Ss y 


ANCE REUNIONS 


RE: 
THREE /N -- 


TAG -- 
WH: 
IT? 


\\ 


Mt 


Bi \ 
W | . 
i) 
WT ng Py ) 
, en | TTY 
7 ~~ an 
7 


